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ADD RE S S 
THE P E OP 1 E CALLED 
UA 


My FRIEN Hs, 
ND I with I could call you my 
Brethren, as being Profeſſors of the 
fame Faith, united in the ſame 
Hope, and entitled to the ſame 
Promiſes. 


— 


AS; by - ” - 
——— —— — 
* — — 


Ye call yourſelves Chriſtiant, and I wiſh to 
Gop ye were ſo; and that ye might receive the 
End of your Faith, even the Salvation of your 
Souls through J=sUs CukIS, upon whom only 
our Hopes can be founded : But I fear that an 
Eſſential of Chriſtianity is yet wanting unto 
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iv. ADDRESS, 


you; and, that ye are not yet entered inta the 
Covenant which Gop hath been pleaſed to offer 
to all Nations and to all People, under the Me- 
diation of the Redeemer : For from the exprels 
Teſtimony of Scripture, I conclude, and am 
Premed that, as there is no other Name under 

eaven given to Men, whereby we can be 
ſaved, but only the Name of our Lord IEsus 
CnR15T, fo there is no other Method of being 
admitted to the Benefits procured to us by him, 
but by our enliſting ourſelves under that Name 
by the Covenant of Baptiſm. From what par- 
ticular Paſſages of Scripture I am thus perſua- 
ded, I have fully declared in the following Diſ- 
courſe; I would beg of you to peruſe it; and 
may Gop give you a right Underſtanding in all 
Things. 


It is faid indeed, Happy is he that condemneth 
not himſelf in that Thing which he alloweth, 
(Rom. xiv. 22) and, If our Heart condemn us 
not, then have we Confidence towards Ged. 
(i. John 3, 21) Now, I verily believe, that it 
is not through any Diſregard or Contempt of 
Gop's Word or Will that ye neglect to be Par- 
takers of the Rite of Baptiſm. 


* But, Men may allow themſelves in the Neg- 
lect of thoſe Things which Gop hath declared 
and commanded, without their Hearts con- 
demning them, if they ſhall not have duly con- 


VM | ſidered 


ADDRESS. V. 


ſidered his Word, and attended to his Will; 
or, if thro' the Prejudices of Education, they 
{hall have been led into Error, they may have 
a Zeal, but not according to Knowledge. 


Saul, when he perſecuted the Diſciples of 
CHR1sT, declares that he then verily thought he 
ought to do many Things contrary to the Name of 
Jeſus of Nazareth. (Acts xxvi. 9.) and, that, 
he had lived in all good Conſcience before God. 
(xxiii. 1.) His Heart did not condemn him, 
whilſt he allowed himſelf in thoſe Things he 
thought right; yet was he not hereby juſtified 
before Gop: He had not duly examined and 
ſubmitted to the Evidence and Doctrine of the 
Goſpel of CuRIST. And till he had done this, 
the Lorp himſelf told him, that he was k:ckrng 
againſt the Pricks. When he was ready to 
hear and to comply with the Directions of 
CuRisT, when he had ſaid, Lord] what wilt 
thou have me to do? the Lok informed him that 
it ſhould be told him what he muſt do, He ſent 
Anantias to him for that Purpoſe; and when 
he had ſpoken unto him, Saul aroſe and was 
baptized, that the Calling of Gop might be 
fealed unto him by that Token of the Cove- 
nant. - 


Whatever is neceſſary to be done by a Diſci- 
ple of CuRIST is fo plainly declared in the Gof- 
fel, that a careful and unprejudiced Reader 

| may 


Vi. ADDRESS, 


may fully know his Duty in all Things.—The 
incipal Texts of Scripture relating to the Ne- 
ceſſity of Baptiſm, are refer'd to and conſider'd, 
in the following Diſcourſe. And there are 
others which confirm it, and ſhew the Benefits 
thereof, pointed out in an Alpbebetical Index to 
the Bible, under the Article of Baptiſm. In 
which likewiſe, the Arian and Socinian Princi- 
ples, maintained by many in theſe Times, are 
ſhewn to be entirely groundleſs, under the Ar- 
ticles of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt : Where ths 
ſeveral Articles of Faith, as expreſſed in what 
are called the Apoſtles, the Nicene, and the 
Athanafian Creeds, are ſhewn to be agreeable 
and conſonant to the Word of Gop; where 
it is ſhewn how CHR1sT is ſaid to have made 
an Attonement for the Sins of the whole World; 
and where the Danger of Schiſm, and the Mo- 
tives to avoid it, are particularly refer'd to. 


After a due and ſerious Examination of the 
Scriptures, judge for yourſelves, they are ſaid 
to be able to make a Man wiſe unto Salvation. 
(2 Tim. iii. 15.) and if any Man teach any other 
Doctrine than what is delivered in thoſe Scrip- 
tures, the Sentence againſt him is very ſevere, 
(Gal. i. 8, 9.) Or, it any Man ſhall be perſua- 
ded to follow ſuch Doctrines, his Danger is 
plainly ſet forth in Rom. xvi. 17. Eph. v. 6. 
Col. ii. 8, 18. Heb. Xi. 9. and many other 
Paſſages. 


We 


ADDRESS. vit. 
We are required to hold faſt the faithful 


Word, as we have been taught, that we may be 
able, by ſound Doctrine, both to exhort and con- 
vince the Gainſayers. (Tit. i. 9.) And it is in 
Compliance with this Apoſtolical Direction, 
that I addreſs my ſelf to you my Friends, upon 
this Occaſion, Obey and be directed by the 
Word of Gop, and put not Confidence in Man. 


And, that the Word of Gop and his Grace 


may dire& you to the true Knowledge and 
Practice of every Duty, neceſſary to Salvation, 
is the carneſt Prayer of 


Your Sincere Friend, 
And Well-Wiſher 
In Cukls r Irsus, 


STANTON, 
May 25, 1760. 


MATTHEW PILKINGTON, 
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SEPSIS HDD SPED SSD 
GENESIS XVII. 11. 


Ye Hall circumciſe the Fleſh of your Foren; 
and it ſhall be a Token of the Covenant 
between Me and You. 


HE Covenant that God aha with 
. Wo Abraham, and his Seed after him, 
7 1 Þ was intended to be preparatory to 
Fry T5. that other Covenant which he had 
| & before determined to make with all 
Nations and all People. 


That God intended to make another and 
more extenſive Covenant in Conſequence of 


B this 


(10) 
this, was evidently ſignified unto Abraham : 
for he not only ſaid, 1 wil! be a God to thee, 
and to thy Seed after thee, but he ſaid alſo, 
In thee and in thy Seed ſball all the Nations upon 
Earth be bleſſed. 


The Covenant, of which Circumciſion was 
to be the Token, was to extend no further than 
to Abraham, and to his Seed, and to thoſe who 
ſhould be horn in their Houſes, or bought with 
their Money of any Stranger. (Gen. xvii. 12) It 
was not by that Covenant therefore by which 
all Nations of the Barth were to be bleſſed. 


Let it be obſerved that Circumciſion was on- 
ly the Token of the Covenant: The Covenant 
was, I will be aGod to thee and to thy Seed after 
thee. (Gen. xvii. 8) In theſe few Words the 
Engagements on both Sides are ſpecified ; God 
promiſeth to bleſs and to protect them; and he 
requires from them, that they ſhould conſider 
him as their God; and as ſuch, believe in 
him, and pay a due Obedience to his Word 
and Will. | 


We can have, I think, no true and juſt No- 
tion of a Covenant, without knowing in what 
Form, or by what Token, it was eſtabliſhed, 
As to the Form of eſtabliſhing this Covenant 
on God's Part, it is thus repreſented : Becauſe 
he could ſwear by no Greater, be fware by him- 
Self, ſaying ; Surely bleſſing I will bleſs thee, 


and 


(11) 

and multiplying, I will multiply thee, And God 
willing more abundantly, to ſhew unto the Heirs 
of Promiſe the Immutability of his Counſel, con- 
firmed it by an Oath. (Heb. vi. 13, &c.) As 
to the Token by which Abraham and his Seed 
were to be admitted into this Covenant, it is 
clearly mentioned in the Words of the Text. 


A Token, in it ſelf is no farther ſignificant 
than as.the Compliance of ſuch an appointed 
Rite is declarative of our Entrance into the Co- 
venant, which is propoſed to us, and fo laying 
us under an Obligation to perform the Terms 
of the Covenant we enter into. It may be con- 
fidered as indifferent, what the Token is, 
which is appointed: Only, when it is ap- 

inted, and whilſt it continues to be ſo, it is 
the only Method by which Men can be admit- 
ted toa Title to the Benefits of that Covenant 
whatever it be. I fay admitted to a Title to the 
Benefits of the Covenant ; becauſe, — It 1s the 
Compliance with the Terms of the Covenant, 
and not the Token of it, that entitles a Man to 
the Benefits thereof. A Man may be admitted 
into a Covenant in the moſt proper Manner ima- 
ginable, yet, if he neglects to 28 the En- 
gagements he entered into by that Covenant, he 
can in- no-wiſe be entitled to the Benefits of the 
Covenant: And thus it is ſaid with Reſpect to 
the Token of Circumciſion, that Abraham was 
the Father of Circumciſion to them who are not 75 
| B 2 * 


(12) | 

the Circumciſion only, but alſo walk in the Steps of 
that Fai:ch of our Father Abraham, which he 
had, being yet uncircumciſed. (Rom. iv. 12.) 
| Abraham believed and obeyed God, being yet 
uncircumciſed, and ĩt was imputed to him for 
Righteouſneſs: yet did God require it of him 
and his Seed to enter into Covenant with him 
by the Token of Circumciſion : Not as enti- 
tling them to their being Heirs of the Promiſe ; 
but as laying them under an Obligation, by 
their thus entring into Covenant with him, to 
continue' in the fame Faith and Obedience, by 
which Abraham obtained the Honour of being 
call:d the Friend of God. Circumciſion then, 
tho' only the Token of the Covenant, was be- 
come neceſſary; and the Neceſſity of it is ex- 
reſſed in the ſtrongeſt Manner; He that is born 
in thy Houſe ; and he that is buight with thy 
Money mult needs be circumciſed ; and my Cove- 
nant fhall be in your Fl, fen an everlaſling 
Covenant: And the uncircumciſed Man-Child 
wh:fe Fleſh of bis Foreſhin is 1.0t circumciſed, 
that Soul ſhall be cut off from his People: He hath 
broken (or made void) my Covenant, Circumci— 
fion therefore was ſo materially neceſſary, that 
it is here called the Covenant, tho' it was the 
Token only, and not the End of the Cove-, 
nant; nor of itſelf ſufficient to convey the Be- 
nefits thereof; as it is ſaid, Circumciſion verily 
profiteth, i, thou keep the Law ; but if thou be a 
Breaker of the Law, thy Circumciſion is made 
Unetrcumciſion, 


(13) 
Uncircumcifion. And he is not a Jew which is 
one outwardly, neither is that Ci rcumciſion which 
is outward in the Fleſh, But be is a Jew which 
is one inwardly ; and Circumciſion 15 that of the 
Heart in the Spirit, and not in the Letter : whoſe 
Praiſe is not of Men, but of God. (Rom. ii. 
25, Cc.) Therefore Moſes himſelf ſaid unto 
the Jews of his Time, Circumciſe the Foreſein 
of your Hearts, and be no more jtifj-necked. And 
again, The Lord will circumciſe thine Heart and 
the Heart cf thy Seed ; to love the Lord thy God, 
with all thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, that 
thou mayſi live. (Deut. x. 16. -- XxX. 6.) 


From hence we learn,—that Lie was the 
End of the Covenant, as Circumciſion was the 
Token of it :—That Lirt and IMMORTALITY 
which ts brought to Light thro the Goſpel : 
(2 Tim. iii. 10) According to the Revelation of 
the Myſtery which was kept ſecret fince the World 
began, but is now made manifeſt ; ; and by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, according to the Com- 
mandment of the everlaſti ng God, made known 
unto all Nations for the Obedience of Faith, 
(Rom. xvi. 25) That we may Live through him 
who is the ReſerreSlion and the Life. That our 
Life may be hid with Chriſt in God; So that 
zoben Chriſt 160 15 cur Life, ſhall appear, ae alſo 
may appear with him in Glory. (Col. iii. 3.) | 


This being the End of that Covenant which 
God 
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God made with Abraham: which as it was 
preparatory to that which he had before deter- 
mined to make with all Nations and all Peo- 
ple ; it was now in ſome Meaſure altered, and 
that was fulfilled which was ſpoken by the 
Prophet, Behold the Days come ſaith the Lord, 
that I will make a new Covenant with the Houſe 
of Iſrael and with the Houſe of Judah; And this 
is the Covenant; I will put my Law in their 
mward Parts, and write it in their Hearts, 
and will be their God and they ſhall be my Peo- 
ple : I will forgive their Iniquity and I will 
remember their Sin no more. (Jer. xxxi. 31. 
Heb. vii. 8) The Covenant was made as ex- 
tenſive as the Promiſe to Abraham, when God 
had fulfilled what he had ſpoken ſaying, Behold 
mine Ele, in whom my Soul delighteth ; I give 
thee for a Covenant of the People; for a Light 
of the Gentiles, that thou mayſi be my Salvation 
unte the Ends of the Earth. And ſpeaking of 
the Gentiles he ſaith, I. cauſe them to know 
mine Hand and my Might; And they ſhall know 
that my Name is the Lord. (Iſa. xlii. 1, 6. --- 
xlix. 6. Jer. xvi. 19.) 


This Covenant God confirmed by his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, who, when by his Death, he had 
made an Attonement for the Sins of the whole 
World; when he had riſen again for our Juſ- 
tification, he ſent out his Diſciples to notify 
theſe glad Tidings to all People, ſaying, Go ye 

into 
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into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
Creature, He that believeth and is baptized ſhall 
he ſaved. And go ye and teach all Nations, bap- 
tizing them in the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them 10 
obſerve all Things whatſoever I have commanded 
you. (Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15) 


This is the Covenant, and this is the Token 
of the Covenant, that was to ſucceed that for- 
merly entered into by the Token of Circumci- 
ſion, Whatever hath been ſaid, therefore, re- 
lating to the Neceſſity of receiving Circumci- 
ſion, under the old Covenant, is equally con- 
cluſive with Reſpect to the Neceſlity of recei- 
ving Baptiſm, under the New. If there was 
no Method of being admitted to a Title to the 
Benefits of the former, but by Circumciſion 
only, there can be no Method of being admitted 
to a Title to the Benefits of the Chriſtian Co- 
venant, but by Baptiſm only, If the Neglect 
of Circumcihon ſubjected any one of the Poſte- 
rity of Abraham to the Penalty of being cut off 
from his People; the Neglect of Baptiſm will 
ſubject any of thoſe who would flatter them- 
ſelves that they are the Children of Abrabam, 
to the Penalty of being cut off from the Peo- 
ple of God: for thus expreſly ſaith the Media- 
tor of the Covenant, Yerily, Verily IJſay unto 
thee, except a Man be bern of Water and of 
the Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom Y 

* Go ; 


(16) 

God. (John iii. 5.) By what Evaſion, there- 
fore, any Perſons can call themſelves Chriftians, 
or think themſelves entitled to the Benefits of 
the Chriſtian Covenant, without entring into 
that Covenant by the Token which Chriſt hath 
appointed, and made neceſſary thereunto, let 
me call upon any one plainly to declare: 
Or, if he chuſes privately to flatter himſelf 
with ſuch Hopes; let me offer him what 
Aſſiſtance I can, to enable him to conſider 
ſeriouſly, whether calling, or thinking himſelf 
a Chriſtian, can entitle him to hope for the Be- 
nefits of the Chri/tian Covenant, without being 
admitted into that Covenant by Baptiſm ? 


Amongſt the ſeveral Neglects and Impieties 
with which the Poſterity of Abraham was 
charged by their Prophets, and cenſured for 
by our Saviour, we find it not imputed unto 
them, that they had omitted to enter into Co- 
venant with their God : They are charged with 
profaning the Sabbath, and tranſgreſſing the 
weightier Matters of the Law, Juſtice, Mercy, 
and Fidelity; but the Neglect of being admit- 
ted into the Covenant by Circumciſion we do 
not find them charged with, 


When Chriſt came to fulfil the Law, to ra- 
tify and confirm the Covenant that had been 
made with Abraham ; he entred into the Cove- 


nant, and performed what the Law required: 
He 


(17) 
He uns circumciſed the eighth Day, according to 
the Commandment, leaving us an Example, that 
we ſhould follow his Steps, and be admitted into 


Covenant with God by that Token which was, 
or ſhould be appointed. 


Circumciſion is no longer neceſſary, as we 
are ſo clearly informed that Baptiſm is the To- 
ken appointed for thoſe who would enter into 
the new Covenant made by Chriſt, in Order to 
entitle them to receive the Benefits thereof. 
Yet we find ſome Perſons, who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, under an unhappy Perſuaſion, that 
this Token of the Chri//ia: Covenant may be 
ſafely omitted: And others, that it may, and 
ought to be defer'd till ſuch Time as Perſons 
are capable of conſidering the Nature of the 
Covenant; and do themſelves voluntary enter 
into it by this Token: I fay under an unha 

y Perſuaſion in theſe Points; becauſe it the 
Doctrine delivered in the Scriptures is to be the 
Rule of our Faith and Practice, by comparing 
their Tenets with the Doctrines delivered in 
the Scriptures, we may be fully convinced that 
they do greatly and dangerouſly err : For we 
ſhall find that the Apoſtles of Chriſt who were 
appointed by him to preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature, never conſidered, or ſpoke of any 
Perſons as Chriſtians, but thoſe who were ad- 
mitted into the Church by Baptiſm, 
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The Jews who received the Goſpel, and em- 
| braced Cbriſtianity, had been before admitted 
m_= the Covenant of Abraham, by Circumciſi- 
: About Three Thouſand of theſe were con- 
5 to Chri/izanity upon the Day of Pente- 
coſt, by the firſt Preaching of St. Peter, after 
he hal received the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; 
And they ſaid unto Peter and to the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we de? 
en Peter ſaid unto them, Repent and be Bap- 
tized, every one of you, in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt for the Remiſion of Sins. (Acts ii. 


37, Sc. ) 


* our Saviour ſent out his Apoſtles to 
reach the Goſpel, and baptize all Nations, he 
bad admitted them into Covenant with himſelf 
by Baptiſm, which he vouchſafed to adminiſter 
unto them with his own Hands: For let not 
any one think, that when Jeſus waſhed his 
Diſciples Feet, he did it only to ſet before them 
a Pattern of Humility : What the Lord faid 
upon that Occaſion, requires us to conſider it in 
a different Light. When be came to Simon Peter, 
Peter ſaid unto bim, Lord dojt thou waſh my 
Feet? Teſus anſwered, and ſaid unto him, what 
I do, thou knoweft not now, but thou ſhalt know 
bereafter. Peter ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt never 
waſh my Feet. Teſus anſwered him, If I waſh 
thee nit, thou haſt no Part with me. Can the 
Neceflity and Benefit of Baptiſm be more clear- 


ly 
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ly ſet forth? If Peter had not been waſhed 
by Chriſt, he had had no Part with him. 
Peter upon this, ſaid, Lord not my Feet only, 
but alſo my Hands and my Head. ous ſaid un- 
to bim, he that is waſhed needeth not, ſave to 

waſh his Feet, but ts clean every Whit, and ye 
are clean, but not all; fer he knew who ſhould 


betray him; therefore ſaid he, ye are not all 


clean. For tho Baptiſm, if it be properly re- 
ceived, with Faith in Chriſt, and deſiring to 
have Part with him, cleanſeth to the wine. Pls 
away of Sins, yet without theſe, it is altogether 
ineffectual to that Purpoſe; and before Bap- 
tiſm was adminiſtred unto him, the Devil had 
put into the Heart of Judas Iſcariot to betray his 
Lord. (John xii. 1, &c.) 


Peter knew not, at that Time, to what End, 
or with what Deſign, Jeſus had done and ſaid 
theſe Things ; but ; knew afterwards: And 
he no Doubt, rightly underſtood the full Mean- 


ing of what Chriit ſaid farther unto them upon 


this Occaſion. Ye call me Maſter and Lord; 
and ye ſay well, for ſo Tam: If T then your Lord 
and Maſter have waſhed your Feet, ye alſo ought 
to waſh one anothers Feet: For J have given you 
an Example, that ye ſhould do as I have done unto 
you. Therefore he ſaid to thoſe who firſt ap- 
plied to him, to know what they muſt do, to 
obtain Salyation by Jeſus Chriſt, Repent and be 
baptized. 


C 3 Again, 
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Again, when Peter was ſent by God unte 
Cornelius, to tell him what he ought tu do, he 
preached unto them the Grounds of Faith, 
with Reſpect to the Death, and Reſurrection 
of Jeſus. Chriſt, and to them that were with 
him; and they received his Teſtimony : And 
while he yet ſpake, the Holy Ghoſt fell upon 
all them that heard and believed the Word; 
and they ſpake with Tongues and magnified 
God. Then anſwered Peter, can any Man for- 
bid Water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, who 
have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as we? And 
he commanded them to ho baptized in ths Name of 
the Lord. He executed the Commiſſion God 
had given him, by preaching the Doctrine of 
Faith, and by declaring that no Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, no Baptiſm of the Spirit could ſu- 
er the Neceſſity of Water Baptiſm. (As 

x. 1, Cc.) And it was the Doctrine of all 
thoſe who were ſent to preach the Goſpel, (as 
far as we can learn) that all Gifts; and Graces 
whatſoever, were ineffectual, with Regard to 
entitling Men to the Benefits of the Chriſtian 
Covenant, without Baptiſm : And this founded 
upon the Words of our Saviour in his general 
Commiſſion to them, He that believeth and tis 
BAPTIZED ſhall be ſaved. (Mark xvi. 16.) 


When Philip was ſent to inſtruct the Trea- 
ſurer of the Queen of Ethiopia in the Know- 
ledge of the Lord, and he had believed thoſe 

| Things 
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Things which were ſpoken to him by Philip, 
and profeſſed his Faith in the fulleſt Manner 


ſaying, © I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son 


of God”: Having been alſo informed that 
Baptiſm was — Ive in Order to be admit- 
ted into the Chriſtian Covenant, he petitioned 
to receive it; which when he had obtained 


he went on his Way rejoycing. (As viii. 
26, &c.) 


When the Lord had appeared unto Saul, and 
wrought his Converſion, He ordered him to 
go into the City of Damaſcus, aſſuring him 
that there it ſhould be told him what he muſt 
do. Ananias informs him, that he was ſent 
unto him, that he might receive his Sight, and 
be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. He did not 
inſtruct the new Convert in the Principles or 
Doctrine of the Chri/tzan Religion: for we are 
informed by this Convert himſelf, That be nei- 
ther recerved the Goſpel which he afterwards 
preached, of Man, neither was he taught it, but 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. (Gal. i. 11) 
Ananias told him what he muſt do: And when 
he had received his Sight, he aroſe forthwith 
and was baptized, having been informed that 
the Calling and Election of Jeſus Chriſt did 
not excuſe or ſuperſede the Neceſlity of be- 
ing admitted into the Covenant of Grace by 
that Token which the Lord had appointed. 
(Arts ix. 1, &c.) 
| | The 
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The Neceſſity of being admitted into the 
Church of Chriſt by Baptiſm is ſpoken of in di- 
vers other Paſlages of the New Teſtament; but 
from theſe which we have now examined; we 
may be ſufficiently ſatisfied, what the Doctrine 
was, in Reſpect thereto, which was taught by 
thoſe who were immediately ſent by Jeſus Chriſt, 
to preach the Goſpel of Salvation: That Bap- 
tiſm was the Token of the CHriſlian Covenant, 
which Chriſt himſelf had appointed, and had 
given a Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to admi- 
niſter to all ſuch as ſhould profeſs a Faith in 
him: That neither the ſincereſt Faith in Chriſt, 
nor the moſt open Declaration of that Faith : 
Neither the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, nor what 
may be called the Baptilm of the Spirit, mani- 
feſted by the undeniable Evidence of ſpeaking 
with Tongues, and prophecying : Neither the 
Calling nor Election of jeſus Chriſt, tho figni- 
fied in the moſt miraculous Manner (as in the 
Cale of Sau/:) That none of theſe will entitle 
any one to the Benefits of the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant, without their being alſo admitted into 
that Covenant by the Baptiſm appointed by 
Chriſt, as the Token thereof. 


Theſe plain Deductions from the expreſs 
Words of Scripture we might hope to be ſuffi- 
cient, to convince thoſe Perſons of their Error, 
who by the Prejudices of their Education, and 
the Opinion they may have of thoſe by whom 


they 
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they have been inſtructed, have been led in- 
to he unhappy Perſuaſion, that they may 
neglect and omit to receive Baptiſm ; Tod yet 
at the ſame Time be entitled to the Benefits of 
the Chriſtian Covenant. And here we may 
conclude with Reſpect to them : For if when 
they have heard and read the Declarations of 
Chriſt, and the Determinations of the Holy 
Spirit, as delivered by the Apoſtles, and they 
will not conſent to wholeſome Words, even the 
Wirgs ofiour Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to the Doc- 
trine aubicb is according to Godlineſs; we can on- 
ly lament their dangerous and unhappy State; 
had pray that God would give them Grace to 
ſee and reform the Error of their Way. (1 Tim. 
vi. 3. &c.) 


But we mentioned, that there are others 
who are under an unhappy Perſuaſion, that 
tho Baptiſm be neceſſary, it may and ought to 
be defer'd till ſuch Time as Perſons are capa- 
ble of conſidering the Nature of the Chriſtian 
Covenant, and do themſelves voluntarily enter 
into it, by this Token. But with Reſpect to 
ſuch, as do defer it, their Situation is, at leaſt 
for ſome Time very dangerous : For till they 
are baptized, they are not under the Covenant; 
and, if Death overtakes them before they are 
ſo, can never be entitled to the Benefits 
RT In deterring it therefore, they run 


the greateſt Hazards, and all that is _ 
al 
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ſaid, relating to the Neceſſity of Baptiſm, ſhould 
be duly conſidered by them. 


There are others, who have various Opini-. 
ons relating to the Manner in which Baptiſm 
ſhould be adminiſtred, and received; and 
therefore divide into Parties, and have different 
Denominations, according to their ſeveral Opi- 
nions. 


If the Scripture, as we obſerved before, is 
to be the Rule of our Practice, from thence 
only, we can form a true Judgment what is 
right: In Order therefore, that we may ſatiſ- 
fy ourſelves properly in theſe Matters, let us 
endeavour to examine carefully and imparti- 
ally what the Doctrine of the Scripture is, and 
what the Practice of the firſt Chriſtians was, in 
Regard to theſe Points: And, whether from 
thence we may be able ſatisfactorily to reſolve 
theſe Three QursTI Os, 


Firſt, When ? — Second, By whom ? — and, 
Third, In what Manner Baptiſm ought to be 
adminiſtred, ſo that it may duly and properly ad- 
mit a Perſon to a Title to the Benefits of the 
Chriſtian Covenant ? 

0 | 
When the Covenant was made with Abra- 
bam, it was order'd that he, and all that be- 
longed to him, ſhould be circumciſed 9 — 
e 
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fame Time, let their Age be what it would; 
and accordingly, we are informed, That i tbe 
ſelf ſame Day was Abraham circumciſed, and 
Iſhmael hrs Sn and all the Men of bis Houſe, 
born in the Houſe; and bought with his Money of 
the Stranger, were circumciſed with him. And 


the Order, with Reſpect to thoſe who ſhould 
be born after was, He that is eight Days old 


ſhall be circamciſed among you, every Man Child 
in your Generations. (Gen. xvii.) The Scripture 
Hiſtory gives us to underſtand, that this Order. 
was generally duly obſerved : But that, if it 


was occaſionally neglected, it did not deprive 


the Perſons of afterwards entring into Covenant 


with God. Moſes, whilſt- he was in the Land 


of Median, had omitted to circumciſe his Son; 
but, when God had called him from thence, 


he did not ſuffet him to proceed into the Land. . 


of Ægypt before he had performed that Rite. 
7 Exod. iv. 24, Cc.) Whilſt the Children of 
Iſrael wandered in the Wilderneſs, they were 
not circumcifed ; but as ſoon is they were 
gone over Jordan into the Land of Canaan, 
they were all admitted into Covenant with God 
by Circumciſion. (Foſh. v. 2, Ge.) 


Now, as we have ſeen, that the Covenant 
made with Abraham, was afterwards to become 


more extenſive, and not to be confined to thoſe 
that proceeded from the Loins of Abraham, 
and who belonged to them: So we have ſeen 

* D in 
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in what Manner this Covenant was extended 
to all Nations, by Jeſus Chriſt; and that Cir- 
cumciſion was 2 by Baptiſm, as the 
Token of the Covenant made with all People. 
And, as thoſe who were born of Jewiſb Pa- 
rents were allowed to be admitted into the 
Covenant, at eight Days old; wheretore ſhould 
it be thought improper that the Children of 
Chriſtian Parents ſhould be admitted into Co- 
venant in their Infancy? This preſumptive 
Argument pleads ſtrongly in their Favour. But 
we are not left to argue from preſumptive Ar- 
gument only, and the Analogy betwixt Bap- 
tiſm and Circumciſion: We have ſufficient 
Evidence of the Favour of Chriſt towards them, 
from what he ſaid to his Diſciples, Suffer little 
Children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 

for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. (Mark x. 14) 
Accordingly they baptized whole Families ; as 
Lydia and her Houſhold ; (Adls xvi. 15) The 
Jaylor of Philippi, and all his; ; (xvi. ) 33 and 
the Houſhold of Szephanus. (1 Cor. i. 19) 
Now will any one undertake to maintain, 
that there were no Children in theſe Houſholds; 
or, that if there were, that thoſe Children 
were not baptized? If there were, thoſe who 
baptized them acted conſiſtently with what is 
ſaid to have been the Privilege of Children. 
St. Peter ſaid to the J7eus, when he firſt men- 
tioned to them the Neceſſity and Benefits of 
Baptiſm, (of which we have before * 
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The Promiſe is . and to your Children, and 
a 


to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God ſhall call. (Acts ii. 39) And St. 
Paul clearly enough declareth, that Children 
born of any Chriſtian Parents, whake Father 
or Mother, were capable of being admitted into 
Covenant with Chriſt, when he faith, The un- 
believing Huſband is ſancti ſiad by the Wife, and 
the unbelieving Wife is ſunttified by the Huſband ; 
elſe were your Children unclean, but now are 
they holy : That is, capable of being made Par- 
takers of the Covenant of Grace, and ſanctified 
by Chriſt Jeſus. (1 Cor. vii. 14) 


From examining the Scriptures, therefore, in 
Reſpect to this Point; we are able to give, 
F hope, a ſatisfactory Anſwer to the Firſt 
1 ts Baptiſm to be admi- 
niſtred? — And that we may truly ſay,— The 
Children of Chriſtian Parents may, whenever 
it ſhall be deſired for them by their Parents, 
before they come to Years of Diſcretion, be 
admitted into the Church of Chriſt by Baptiſm. 
And, That if this ſhall have been omitted, 
they, or any other Perſons who ſhall believe 
in, and confeſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may at 
any Time, be received into Covenant with hin 
by that Token. 


The next QursTION is, By whom 


Baptiſm be properly adminiſired? Concerning 
D 2 which 
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which, there are various Opinions, which it is 
not neceſſary to ſpecify, as it may be ſufficient 


to enquire, how it was adminiſtred, from the 
Accounts left __ Record 1 in the Scri ptures. 


We have „ that the firſt Chriſtian 
ww tiſm was adminiſtred by our Lord himſelf 
is Twelve Apoſtles : That he gave them a 
Commiſſon to go and baptize all Nations; 
And that when he had baptized them he told 
them, he had given them an Example, that 
they ſhould do as he had done unto them, that 
is, baptize others, and give them a Commiſſion 
to baptize allo, Now we are informed, that 
ſoon after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, there were 


together about an Hundred and Twenty, who 


are called Diſciples ; and out of whom one was 
to be choſen into the Apoſtolic Number to ſup- 


ply the Place of Judas. (As i. 12, &c.) Can 


we then teaſonably ſuppoſe that the Apoſtles 
had not baptized theſe, according to the Di- 


rections of Chriſt, and given them Commiſſi- 


ons to baptize others? And, if they had done 


ſo, the next Account we have of Baptiſm 
when Three Thouſand Jews were admitted 
into the Church on the Day of Pentecoſt, ap- 
peats not to be attended with any Difficulties. 
{Afts ii. 41) The Samaritans were baptized 
by Philip one of the Seven Deacons ; who was 


probably one of the Hundred and Twenty be- 


fore mentioned. He alſo IT the Treaſuxer | 
of 
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of the Queen of Ethiopia. (Ads viii. 12, 38) 
Saul was baptized by Anantas, who is alſo 
called a Diſciple (Acts ix. 10) When Peter 
commanded Cornelius and his 8 to be 


baptized, it is not ſaid by whom; but we are 
told that certain — from. op oppþa accom- 
panied him. (Acts x. 23) From theſe therefore, 
and the other 3 1 have of the Admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm, in the Scriptures, I think 
we may ſafely conclude, and give this Anſwer 
to the Second Queſtion : That none after the 
. N could properly baptize, but they to 

om the Apoſtles had given ſuch a Com- 
miſſion: That this Power muſt be conveyed 
to others by them; and ſo from one Set of 
Men to another, in ſucceeding Generations; 
and That as it hath pleaſed God ta continue a 
regular Succeſſion of Miniſters in the Church 
of Chriſt, none can properly baptize, but thoſe 
who have received a regular Commiſſion for 
that Purpoſe. 


The Third Quksriox is, I: what Manner 
Baptiſm is to be adminiſtred? And this allo, 
we know, is variouſly determined by Men of 
different Perſuaſions : Let us therefore endea- 
your to reſolve it, in the ſame Way we have 
done the former ; not objecting to any parti- 
cular Opinion, but examine as carefully as we 
can, in what Manner it was determined from 


the Beginning of the Inſtitution, 
That 
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That Baptiſm is to be adminiſtred in the 

« Name of the FATHER, and of the Son, and 
« of the HoLy Guosr,” is ſo clearly evident 
from the expreſs Words of our Saviour, (Matt. 
XXVill. 19) that we cannot but wonder that it 
was ever made a Doubt, whether this Form 
was neceſſary to Chriſtian Baptiſm or not. For 
when it is ſaid of the Samaritans, who had 
received Baptiſm from Ph/lip, that they had 
not received the Holy Ghoſt, only they were 
baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus—Is it 
to be ſuppoſed that Philip had not baptized 


them according to the Form preſcribed by the 
Lord? As we find that Peter and Jan did not 


object againſt their Baptiſm, in any Reſpect, 
only prayed for them, and laid their Hands on 
them, that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. 
Acts viii. 14, Cc.) Or when Peter com- 
manded Cornelius and his Company to be bap- 
tized in the Name of the Lord; Is it to be 
concluded, that they were baptized by that 
Form of Words? (Ads x. 48) John the Bap- 
ti} may be ſaid, in ſome Meaſure, to have 
baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus; for he 
ſaid unto the People he baptized, that they 

ould believe on bim which ſhould come after bim, 
that is, on Chriſt Jeſus : Had this Form been 
ſufficient, St. Pau} would ſcarcely have order'd | 
thoſe he found at Epheſus to be baptized again, 
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before he laid his Hands upon them that 
they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, (Ad: 
xix. 1, Cc.) 


With Reſpect to the Manner of adminiſtring 
the Water of Baptiſm, and what is neceſſary 
in that particular, we muſt judge as well as 
we can from conſidering, That when Jeſus 
baptized his Apoſtles, he only waſhed their 
Feet, and ſaid, © he that is waſhed needeth 
© not, ſave to waſh his Feet, but is clean every 
« Whit:” That when the Three Thouſand 
Jewiſh Converts were baptized on the Day of 
Pentecoſt, the Manner how is not mentioned : 
It might be by waſhing their Feet, by the 
Sprinkling of Water, by powering Water upon 
their Heads, by Immerſion, or in any other 
Manner: That when the Samaritans were 
baptized by Philip, in what Manner ſoever it 
was, they were baptized both Men and Wo- 
men. That when the Ethiopian was baptized, 
he went down with Philip into the Water, 
and he baptized him: That how Saul was 
baptized is not mentioned: That when Corne- 
lius and his Company had received the Holy 
Ghoſt, Peter ſaid, Can any Man forbid Water, 
that theſe ſhould not be baptized *— And what 
AnsSWER-can be formed from theſe Accounts 
to the QuesTIO0N,—n what Manner is Baptiſm 
to be adminiſired? But that,—in this _ 

t 
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it is left undetermined; Our Saviour 8 ond 


Was general only, © Go ye and baptize all Na- 


t tions ”—Three Thouſand of the Jews can 
ſcarcely be ſuppos d to have been baptized by 
Immerſion, on the Day of Pentecoſt, by the 
Diſciples of our Lord, without a Tumult be- 
ing raiſed. —Tho' Philip and the Eunuch went 
together into the Water, a total Immerſion is 
not neceſſarily implied—As both Men and 
Women were to be baptized, a total Immer- 
fion was not the moſt commodious Rite—And 
as Peter ſaid, Who can forbid Water that theſe 


ſhould not be baptized ? it ſeems to 1 4 that 


Water was to be fetched to them, for that 
Purpoſe, to be uſed in ſuch a Manner as was 


cuſtomary upon that Occaſion. 


Immerſion, or Dipping hath been ſuppoſed 
to be the Cuſtom in the Apoſtolic Times, in 
ſome Places at leaſt, and this is thought to 
be alluded to, when it ſaid, We are buried 
with him by Baptiſm unto Death, that like as 
Chrift was raiſed up from the Dead, even ſo we 

6 ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life, (Rom. vi. 
4) Whether the Manner of Baptiſm, be ne- 
ceſſarily thought to be alluded td, in this, ot 
any other Paſſage, where being buried with 
Chriſt in Baptiſm is ſpoken of, Examine and 
judge for your ſelves Whether Immerſion 


was, or was not practiſed by ſome in thoſe. 


early 
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early Times is immaterial to the Determinati- 
on of the preſent Queſtion: Since, upon the 
whole, we find ſufficient Reaſon to conclude, 
That the Water of Baptiſm may be properly 


adminiſtred in any decent and convenient 
Manner whatſoever. 


Can more clear and ſatifactory Anſwers be 
required to be given to any Queſtions that 
admit of a Debate, than thoſe we have 
been enabled to give, from the Scriptures, to 
thoſe QUesT1oNs we had ſtated, When ? — By 
whom ?—And, In what Manner is Baptiſm to 
be properly adminiſtred, and received? And, if 
ye are hereby convinced and ſatisfied, that we 
are duly admitted into Covenant with Chriſt, 
and entitled to. hope to be Partakers of his 
gracious Promiſes ; what remains, but that we 
rejoyce in the Conſolation : That we endea- 
vour, by a faithful Diſcharge of our Duty, to 

rform our Parts of the Chriſtian Covenant: 
Phat we continue earneſt in Prayer to God, 
that as his bleſſed Son was circumciſed, and 
obedient to the Law, for Man, he would grant 
us the true Circumciſion of the Spirit: That 
we who are baptized may be dead to Sin, and 
riſe again unto Righteouſneſs; continually 
— all our evil and corrupt Affections, 
and be daily proceeding in all Virtue and 
Godlineſs of Living, thro the Grace given 

E unto 
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unto us by Jeſus Chriſt; to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed Glo- 
ty and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, Praiſe 
and Thankigiving both now and for evermore, 
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